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ORIGINAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS. 

Correspondence between Governor Printz and Governor Winthrop. 

Mr. Editor : 

Your translation of the very interesting dissertation, by Carl K. S. Sprinc- 
horn, on the History of the Swedish Colony on the Delaware in the 17th 
century, printed in the Magazine for Dec. 1883, mentions the official corre- 
spondence which passed between Governor Printz of that colony and Gov- 
ernor Winthrop of the Massachusetts Bay colony. This reminds me of two 
letters, doubtless a portion of the correspondence referred to, which were 
contributed by Mr. Frederic Kidder to the New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register, in 1874, with translations by myself. I have revised 
the translations, and now send you the same with copies of the text of the 
original letters. 

Very truly yours, 

Boston, 1884 A. H. Hoyt. 

I. Letter from Winthrop to Printz. 

L'ris tuis humahissimis (colendissme Dne) aliter respondendi, in pre- 
sentiarfl non datur facultas, quam, quod acceperim, & in illis, erga nos & 
Angloru gentem, beneuolu amicissimumq' animum gratanter p'ceperim : 
vnde, & ex antiqua arctissimaq' ilia inter Anglos & Suecos necessitudine, 
facile sibi p'suasu habeat Dns Gubernator Suecoru, se suosq' oles Anglos in 
hisce terris, pari studio beneuolentia prosequi, & in honore habere, semp' 
curaturos. Quod vero Literaru tuaru & exemplariu p'tes attinct, Responsu 
plena & p'ticulare, a proxima Commissionaria conuentioe expectare possis. 
Interim spero (quod etiam a Dominatione tua peto) ut oia, inter vos & con- 
federates n'ros Neuhauenses, suma pace et concordia, transigantur negotia. 
"Vale. Tuas Dignitatis amicisssime. 

Studiosus 
J. W. 

[This document, which is obviously the first and retained draft of Gov. 
Winthrop's letter, has the following endorsement : L'ra ad Gub : Suecoru 
11 21-43.] 

Translation. 

I am not able at the present time, most highly esteemed sir, to make a 
reply to your very courteous letters in any other respecjt than to say, that I 
received them and gladly perceived in them a benevolent and most friendly 
disposition towards us and the English nation : hence, and on account of the 
ancient and very intimate relations of friendship between the English and 
the Swedes, you, Mr. Governor of the Swedes, may easily persuade yourself 
that all the English people in this country will be solicitous at all times to 
conduct themselves towards you and your people with like zeal and good 
will, and treat you and them in an honorable manner. But, in respect to 
certain matters contained in your letters and the official copies of papers, 
you may expect a full and particular reply after the next meeting of the 
Commissioners [of the United Colonies]. Meanwhile, I hope (what also I 
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ask of your Government) that all affairs between you and our confederates 
of the New Haven Colony will be carried on in perfect peace and harmony. 
Farewell. Your Honor's 

Most devoted friend, 
J[ohn] W[introp.] 

II. Letter from Printz to Winthrop. 

Generose DK : Gubernator : 
Salut : 

Literas tuas cum harum exhibitore, Dno Wilhelmo Aspimoalcls, ut ilium 
mihi habeam commendatum sonantes, libenter accepi, & quemadmodum 
mihi nihil magis gratum fuerit, quam hoc ita efficerem, ut is hanc tuam 
recommendationem sibi plurimum profuisse intelligat ; ita citS citius standoq' 
pede officiarijs, hie in nostris propugnaculis scripsi, ut ilium haud quovis 
modo impediant, vel vlla molestia afficiant, sed sine incluso transitu, tutS 
ire & redire permittant, ubiq' necessitas postularetur, fide et securitate pub- 
lica, alijs suo itineri rebus necessarijs haud gravatim juvant. Et ne aliquis 
ei vim contra jus inferat, vnum ex subditis meis, usq' ad propugnaculum Bel- 
gicum Nassoviae condonavi, sed quapropter, per oras Belgicas ei non per- 
transire coocessum, id ipse coram revelare potest. Si quid est in quo, l)no 
Gubernat : post hac tutius possum gratificari nihil sum recusaturus. Vale. 

Dat : TinnakuDgs 29 Junij 1644. 

T. G. 

Officiose colens, 
Johan Printz. 

Generoso & Clariss: viro Dno Johanni Wintrop, Nov: Anglia Guber- 
natori, &c. : meritiss : amico cum primis Colendo. Officiosiss : 

[Endorsement by Gov. Wintrop : From the Swedes Gouern r (4) 29-44.] 

Translation. 

Noble Sir Governor, 
Greeting : 

I gladly received your letter by the bearer, Master William Aspinwall, 
signifying that I should regard him as commended to me ; and, as nothing 
could have been more gratifying to myself than to do this so that he may 
understand that this your recommendation has been of great advantage to 
him, therefore, without delay and on the spot, I wrote to the officers here in 
our forts, that they should not in any manner whatever impede nor in any 
way molest him, but permit him to go and return freely and safely, and, 
whenever there was need, they should aid him in his journey with whatever 
was necessary, under the public faith and protection. Moreover, lest any one 
should do him violence, I sent one of my subjects with him as far as the 
Dutch fort at Nassau ; but why he was not permitted to pass freely through- 
out the territory on the coast occupied by the Dutch, he can make it known 
to you in person. If there is anything hereafter, Sir Governor, in which I 
can prudently serve you, I shall not all refuse to do it. Farewell. 

Given at Tunnaconck, 29 June, 1644. With thanks, 

Eespectfully, 
John Printz. 

[Superscription] : To the noble and illustrious Master John Wintrop, 
Governor in New England, etc. ; a friend worthy of the highest regard. 

Most respectfully. 
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Letters from the Hon. William Findley of Westmoreland County, Pa., 
to the Hon. William Plcmer, Governor of New Hampshire. 

Washington, March 1 i , 1811. 
Sir, 

I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of Decern 1, 26 long since, but 
could not find the pamphlet to which you allude, I have one of them bound 
up with other pamphlets at home and had severals of them, loose, but 
when I wrote home none of them could be found, some may be misslaid 
among a multitude of loose pamphlets. I presume severals of them are to 
the eastward. An impression of 1000 was so rapidly sold off that when I 
returned to Phil a they were all gone, but 30 out of 200 that were demanded 
went to the western parts of Pennsylv". They were hastily wrote from day 
to day for the press and therefore not well degested. A second edition was 
demanded in New York, I submitted it to the critiscism of those best informed, 
but two facts of little importance were found to be misrepresented. There 
general circulation through the newspapers prevented the new edition. 

The publication was occasioned by numerous publications on the other 
side, advocating the funding systems in all its forms the taxes occasioned by 
it, and Eulogizing Col Hamilton &c. I have not looked at it for many 
years but I remember I was severe on the assumption of the state debts, in 
the manner it was done, and that one whole letter is occupied in proving 
from facts, that Washington was a republican and Hamilton a friend of 
Monarchy. That his whole system pointed that way and considered the 
bank in connection the funding system ; Duers speculations &c as tending 
that way. I was not a member of Congress when the bank was instituted, 
but I was present and approved of Maddisons Constitutional objections and 
I believed I introduced them in the letters, Maddison was then and till after 
1795 opposed to the banking principle Generally. I having been with others 
engaged in a struggle with the bank of North America, under an exclusive 
and perpetual charter recommended by Congress during the war, and incor- 
porated, by the state. It became very unpopular, and opposed at the barr 
of the Legislature the grant of any other charters. Next year the charter 
was repealled. The Councils and politics of the state were convulsed for 
two years, till the charter was restored but limitted. The debates on the 
subject, and the partiality charged upon it had rendered banking very 
unpopulour, the arguments on that question were the first that was published 
in the state. My own was extensively circulated. 

In this state of the public mind the bank of the United States was insti- 
tuted, no bank at that time had been connected the Government it is believed 
of any state. And at first the principle Customers were Duers Speculators, 
but it afterwards Mellowed down not only to become very usefull both to 
Commerce but to the Government, not only in affording a safe deposit and 
medium of transmission, but in contributing Loans when the revenues were 
small, and we were pressed with an Indian war and when Insurrection 
threatened the existance of the government, more than three fifths of its 
capital being before lent to Government, it could give no assistance in the 
Hostilities with France. 

When the Republican Administration commenced no objection was made 
to the bank as contrary to the Constitution. So far from this its powers and 
influence was enlarged. The revenue bonds were by law deposited in it and 
its branches for Collection, and the Collectors directed to deposit the money 
they received in weekly, before this many collectors failed greatly indebted 
to the public, one in Phil a failed for about $70,000. The supervisor of the 
excise went out $80,000 in debt to the Government, most of which has been 
recovered. No such thing has happened since President Jefferson employed 
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the bank to establish a branch at this place and another at Savanah for the 
safe keeping collecting and transmission of the Revenue, and in 1804 a law 
was passed by a Unanimous vote to authorise the bank to establish a branch 
at N. Orleans. I could not have voted for this if I had then believed it to 
be contrary to the Constitution, all the states have now got banks of their 
own Some of them, too many, even Virgiuia, so long opposed to the banking 
system, now negotiates her revenue through the means of banks and draws 
a revenue from them, Pennsylv", and other states does the same. 

On the question of expediency much might be said, those most opposed to 
the bank of the United States admit that banks are a necessary and proper 
means for conducting the Revenues. If such a connection of state banks 
cau be formed as is contemplated which will answer the same purposes as 
the bank of the United States, the principle will be the same though the 
agent is changed. It was the influence of state banks however that pre- 
vented the renewal of the charter, many of those who voted it down how- 
ever are anxious for a new National Bank and proposed to bring forward 
their plan if the other had been sooner decided they think state banks, viz. 
bills of credit, are unconstitutional, but they differ too much in their theories 
to agree on one plan. Neither myself nor, I believe any other member 
would have agreed to the bill as it was reported. It was the chairman of 
the committee who draughted and reported the bill, that moved to strick 
out the first Section and thereby precluded amendments. Gallatin never 
considered the Bank as contrary to the constitution and some others that I 
will not name were of the same opinion long ago. I am sorry however that 
there was not a greater Majority on the one side as the other, the people 
would have been better satisfied. 

I am Glad Sir that you are about writing the history of the United States, 
notwithstanding the number that have been wrote we yet we still want a 
good one. Marshal has disappointed the expectation of all. It is disgust- 
ing by its bulk and adds little to our information. Ramsys is defective 
particularly with respect to the services of the Militia and his life of Wash- 
ington is a panegyric rather than Biography, Gardens which I have not 
seen lately has many mistakes. Sumpter whom yon know and Pickens who 
is yet living, could give much original information about the Southern war, 
their is no proper history of Pennsylv", Prouds that is so called, is but an 
imperfect history of the quakers, and though he wrote since the revolution, 
he classes his History before it commenced. I could if I had Leisure give a 
pretty correct sketch of its history since 1763. I am Sir 

"With great esteem 
Your Obed' humble Serv' 

Wm. Pmjmeb, Esq r . Wm. Findlet. 

Washington, Jan* 17, 1812. 
Dear Sir, 

Your friendly Letter of December 9 I duly received, and have reason to 
offer an apology for my delay in acknowledging it. I was then and for 
some time after engaged in more Committees than one, and when this was 
over I had to attend to numerous Letters from friends which I had neglected, 
and in addition to this a disposition that I feel grows with age to put off till 
to-morrow even things of the greatest importance, besides this my hand is 
got stiff in writing through a weakness in my right wrist occasioned I believe, 
by an old strain which prevents me from writing long at once and gives a 
dislike to beginning to it. I however began and made some progress in 
writing the history of Pennsylv* in my own time, but on considering that 
the Constitution of the state took its complexion very much from the Colo- 
nial Government and that many circumstances could not be explained with- 
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out a frequent recurrence to it, I laid what I had done asside, and have 
endeavoured to give the outlines of a history of the Colony till the revolu- 
tion and conclusion of the quaker Government of the province which I now 
inclose to you. I design however to follow it with an abstract of the history 
of the state since that time. 

In what I have wrote I had no written assistance but the historical 
review ascribed to Doct 1 Franklin and published in 1759. When he was 
agent for the assembly, the avowed object of which was to dispose the 
British Court to purchase Penns Charter and to take the Government under 
the immediate superintendance of the Crown, therefore though the facts are 
no doubt correctly stated, yet the object being to accuse the proprietaries 
and to vindicate the Assembly, it has somewhat less weight as testimony. 
Prouds history of Pennsylv". published about 12 years ago, long after these 
struggles had ceased, is I think more impartial with respect to them, but it 
is not in our library. I have both it and the Journals of the Old Assembly 
at home, which when I return I will examine and make such corrections as 
may seem necessary. I did not suppose that in writing a General History 
you wished to go into minute details respecting particular characters but to 
give a view of such prominent parts as affected the state of society, other- 
wise I could have furnished extracts from the numerous criminations and 
re-criminations by which the Controversy between the Governor and As- 
sembly were carried on, but they are still more full in the Journals than in 
the review. Neither did I think it necessary to state the character of the 
men who were most prominent in conducting these controversys of which 
James Logan during the Government of W m . Penn on the proprietary side, 
and who from other sources of information I believe was not as bad a man 
as he is represented to be in the review, and M r Lloyd, long time speaker of 
the house and the champion of the opposition I believe was a worse man 
than he was their represented. Proud the Historian an old quaker himself 
I take to be more impartial on this subject. I might have also mentio d the 
settlement of the Swedes previous to Penns Charter, but I can state that 
better from Proud after I return home. 

You will easily observe that having been wrote with many interruptions 
it abounds too much with repetitions to be published without revision. I 
design to give you the sequel before I leave this place, and will afterwards 
expect to be informed of what explanations or additions you think neces- 
sary. You will also please to observe that the observations I have occa- 
sionally made are subject to your revision, and that where I occasionally 
introduce myself is not intended for your history. In what is to follow I 
was more intimately concerned, and though I may in writing the manuscript 
sometimes mention the part I acted it will not be with a view to have that 
part mentioned in your history. 

Having long observed that a correct history of Pennsylv 5 was much 
•wanted, I thirty years since looked out for the historian that would write 
it. I not without reason fixed my expectations on Col. Jonathan Bayard 
Smith of Phil", father of Sam 1 . H. Smith late editor of the National intel- 
ligencer. He was an early patriot both in our Committees and Congress 
and an intrepid Militia officer, a Native of Phil a , and the most carefull in 
selecting and preserving every important record, even down to the lampoons 
and caracatures during the proprietary struggle, he informed me that he 
was one of those who armed along with the quakers to fight the Paxton 
men, merely for redicule as many others did designing to have applied to 
him as much more fit than me to assist in your important work I mentioned 
my design to his son, by whom I was informed that his father had not only 
given up all design of writing the History he had given me ground to 
expect, but of even writing Letters or corresponding with his most intimate 

Vol. viii.— 23 
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friends of which I formerly was one. The other from whom I had expecta- 
tions was the hon, ble Benj u Chew who about 50 years since was attorney 
Gen 1 , of the province and favorite Oouncellor to the proprietary Gov John 
Penn and Chief Justice of the province and after the revolution chief Justice 
of the high Court of errors and appeals for the state. He is now very old 
and his mind weak. I twenty years since however found that he had been 
too deeply engaged in the affairs of the province to write an impartial his- 
tory. That he had excited the Paxton men to come in Military array to 
PhiR and was the writer of their vindication. Col Smith is but about 67 
years of age, two years younger than myself, he is temperate and sober but 
has become a recluse for near 20 years, 17 years since he absolutely refused 
to serve in Congress though urged thereto by his numerous friends. It is 
scarcely necessary to add that I am not possessed of materials for such a 
history as ought to have been wrote of that respectable and in some respects 
singular commonwealth, but will endeavour to give you sir all the assistance 
I can towards a General History. I wish to be informed of your receipt of 
the inclosed, and am with sincere esteem 

Yours very respectfully 
Wm. Plumee, Esq'. Wa. Findlet. 

Washington, Feb'y 25, 1815. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favour of Dec' 5 with the valuable though small pamphlet accom- 
panying it, for which I thank you. The pamphlet has with great satisfaction 
been read by many members beside myself. It was remarkable for temper- 
ance of language as well as for sound argument. Indeed it is not always 
easy to preserve temperance of language in anamadversions on the scurrilous 
and unprincipled attacks on the Gov 1 , having nothing of importance to in- 
close, I send you a publication of my own in a newspaper of the District I 
represent, I have in it indulged greater severity than usual with me, before 
the election I took no notice of such publications, but the same writer per- 
severed. I thought if I could not convince the writer I would reach his 
feelings, which I understand I have done and that he is very angry. He is 
an elderly man and a Judge of our Court. 

I had hoped that the happy return of peace and the astonishing successes 
of our arms which preceded and accompanyed it, would have produced at 
Least for a time a cessation of newspaper abuse. But the leading opposition 
paper here censures the Gov' for peace as much almost as for war. There 
is however much more decency on the floor than there was in the early part 
of the session. I never was so grieved in a public body myself as during 
this session. Our finances totally deranged our credit shamefully reduced 
and Congress sitting five months without providing relief. The Majority 
who are responsible for everything, were on this subject divided into three 
parties, one in favour of such a financial bank as by having a large stock' 
would assist public credit by taking a large amount out of the market, and 
likewise to make loans to Gov', another was also in favour a National bank 
but on other principles, and the opposition were in favour a bank still differ- 
ent from both the others. The fourth and smallest party were in favour of 
paper money and Legal tenders. Yet though they were the smallest party 
they in a great measure succeeded, for all the bank systems failing treasury 
notes were resorted to from necessity, I believe however a national bank 
would have been at last by a small majority carried into effect had not the 
treaty of peace arrived when the question was about to be put. 

Notwithstanding some misfortunes and mistakes in conducting the war in 
its conclusion it has happily raised our National character that was much 
reduced. Britain has met with a double disappointment. Their new Eng- 
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land friends though criminal with respect to their own Gov', yet they have 
not been able to drive it from its course, nor to do the British any essential 
service, they have likewisely happily deceived themselves in calculating on 
the cowardice of the American Character. There is therefore reason to ex- 
pect that peace will last long, and Britain be so wise as to prefer our friend- 
ship and her interest in our commerce to provoking war. Indeed I think 
the country has a prospect of a long peace not only with the nations of 
Europe but even the Indian tribes, and of very great prosperity, this can 
only be prevented by our own indiscretion. 

I not only participate In the General Joy for the return of peace, but I 
rejoice and am thankfull on my own account that being so far advanced in 
life and having voted for war and that I have lived to see the restoration of 
a peace, honorable to our Gov* and arms, I shall in this respect die in peace 
of mind. 

We appear to have a great diversity of opinion on the question to what 
degree we shall dismiss the Army, no report is yet made on the Navy. 

I am, with sincere esteem 

Yours very respectfully 

Wm. Findlev. 

jj on bie "Wm. Plumer. 

P. S. I would glad as to know the progress. This war and peace will 
make an important item in it. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 
Notes. 

Archives of Union County, N. J. — Mr. Ernest L. Meyer, City Surveyor 
of Elizabeth, N. J., will, if he receives sufficient encouragement, publish a 
series of volumes under the above title. He writes : " During a residence 
of .over thirty years in Elizabeth, I have collected many documents and 
other matter relating to the early history of this county and the genealogy 
of its settlers which are not to be found in any office of record, and which 
have never been printed. By patient search I have succeeded in bringing 
together in a complete form the oldest town books now in existence, which 
contain a great amount of historical and genealogical information." 

The first volume will relate to Elizabeth Town — nearly co-terminous with 
the present Union County. The edition will be limited to the number of 
the subscriptions, a list of which will be given in the book. The price of 
the first volume which is nearly ready will be $3.00. Subscriptions should 
be sent immediately to Ernest L. Meyer (City Surveyor), Elizabeth, Union 
County, N. J., as he should have at once all the encouragement those inter- 
ested in his undertaking can give him. 

Maine Historical and Genealogical Kecorder. — Under this title Mr. 
S. M. Watson, of Portland, Me., has issued the first number of a quarterly 
magazine, which will be devoted to the preservation of material relating to 
the history of the State of Maine and its citizens. The first number con- 
tains a sketch of the King family, which is accompanied with a portrait of 
William King, first Governor of the State of Maine ; The Willis Papers ; 



